
CONTINENTAL YOUTH GATHERING 2024
REGISTRATION INFORMATION PACKET
for youth, leaders, leaders in training (LITs), and adult participants

Date: July 1-4, 2024. Location: St. John Lutheran Church, Boerne, TX. Registration Deadline: 
April 15, 2024. Payment: Submitted online with registration at thenalc.org/cyg. Questions? Email 

the Rev. Teresa Peters, Director of Youth and Family Ministry, at tpeters@thenalc.org.



W H A T  I S  T H E 
NALC CONTINENTAL 
YOUTH GATHERING?

WHAT IS THE NALC CONTINENTAL YOUTH GATHERING?
The NALC Continental Youth Gathering (CYG) is a four-day event hosted by the North American 
Lutheran Church (NALC). The mission of this event is to provide opportunities for Lutheran youth to 
not only grow in their faith, but to be encouraged by connecting with other believers throughout North 
America. 

This is the first year we are hosting the CYG, and we are excited for all that’s in store! Throughout the 
event, youth, leaders, and volunteers will join in corporate worship, study God’s Word, engage in large 
and small group sessions, reach out to the community through mission events, and engage in fellowship 
and fun.

WHO CAN ATTEND THE GATHERING?
Youth ages 12-18 as of June 2024 are welcome to attend the gathering as participants. The CYG sessions 
are planned for Lutheran youth, however, we encourage attendees to invite their friends, because all 
youth ages 12-18  are welcome. We will provide pastoral support for questions about the teachings of the 
Lutheran church. Adults (ages 25+) are able to attend the gathering as group, or Home Team, leaders. 
Young adult volunteers (ages 19-24) are able to serve as Leaders in Training (LITs). Please see the “What 
is an LIT?” section later on in this packet.  

We also welcome Home Teams from other confessional Lutheran bodies to attend. Email the Rev. Teresa 
Peters, Director of Youth and Family Ministry for the NALC, at tpeters@thenalc.org to see if you qualify.

WHAT IS A HOME TEAM? WHAT IS A HOME TEAM LEADER?
We ask that groups attending the CYG have a minimum of one adult leader for every seven youth, so a 
Home Team is a maximum of seven youth and their team leader(s). Each Home Team may have more 
than one leader but may only have a maximum of seven youth. If you have more than seven youth in your 
church you will need to register another adult leader to oversee an additional Home Team.
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WHO CAN BE A HOME TEAM LEADER?
A Home Team leader must:
• Be a confirmed member of a North American Lutheran Church congregation, or have exceptional 

status from the director of Youth and Family Ministry of the NALC
• Have love for God and for youth
• Be at least 25 years old at the time of the Continental Youth Gathering
• Be approved by their pastor or church president for their role as a Home Team Leader
• Submit a valid, recent background check that is less than two years old at the time of the gathering.

DO I SEND BOTH MALE AND FEMALE HOME TEAM LEADERS IF I HAVE CO-ED 
YOUTH?
You are required to send one leader for every seven youth. However, we highly recommend that you con-
sider having a Home Team leader of each gender, if possible. 

WHY IS THE GATHERING CALLED “WE BELONG”?
As Christians WE BELONG! We belong to Christ. We belong to the Church. We belong to the Com-
munity. And we belong to each other.
 
WHERE WILL THE GATHERING BE HELD IN 2024?
The gathering will be held at St. John Lutheran Church in Boerne, TX. An informational booklet will be 
provided to all registrants upon arrival, which will include maps, information on mission/service projects, 
Bible studies, information on teachers and speakers, excursions, transportation, and much more. Note: The 
excursions and many of the mission projects will take place off-site, and leaders are required to supervise their 
youth at all times. As mentioned in the previous sections, each group must have one leader for every seven youth. 

W H A T  I S  T H E 
NALC CONTINENTAL 
YOUTH GATHERING?
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WHO WILL BE PROVIDING MUSIC AT THE CYG?
The band during the CYG will be the Lurvey Brothers, who are actually brothers. They grew up in a 
pastor’s musical family, and have been making music together all their lives, wherever God has led them. 
Between them, they’ve been to Liberia, Cameroon, Nigeria, India, Finland, Japan, plus the US and Cana-
da.  They’ve worked at Bible camps and led music at youth gatherings in Canada and the US, and a couple 
of them have pastored eight Lutheran churches over the years.  

The Lurvey Brothers bring their own brand of song leading—from the wacky to worshipful, from quiet 
to cacophonous. Prepare to move and be moved, as we rejoice and celebrate the goodness of God and 
His grace and mercy toward us!
 
WHO ARE THE SPEAKERS AND TEACHERS AT THE CYG?

• The Rev. Michael D. Wikstrom – Retired Army Chaplain, Marriage and Family Therapist and an 
expert in Suicide Prevention. Pastor Michael will speak about finding our identity in Christ, dealing 
with peer pressure and suicide.

• Michelle Bauman – Director of Y4Life, Lutherans for Life. Michelle will  help us to discover the mir-
acle of our beginnings and learn how, from one developmental stage to the next, we have always been 
made for LIFE!

• The Rev. Dr. Dan Selbo – Bishop of The North American Lutheran Church, Dallas, TX. Bishop Dan 
will speak at our First Session reminding us We Belong to Christ, We Belong to Church, We Belong 
to Community, We Belong to each other. The focus scripture verse will be John 10:14-15.

• The Rev. Paulette McHugh – Joy Mission Church, Lexington, SC. Pastor Paulette will speak at our 
second session reminding us that we belong to Christ. The focus scripture verse is 1 Corinthians 
12:12-27.

• The Rev. Bert and Kristie Eldredge – Prince of Peace, Caspar, WY. Pastor Bert and Kristie will also 
share how we belong to Christ at our third session. The focus scripture verse is Ephesians 4:1-7. 

• The Rev. Mathew Magera – Zion Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh, PA. Pastor Mathew will speak at our 
fourth session reminding us we belong to the Church. The focus scripture verse will be 1 Peter 2:4-12.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CYG

MUSIC & SPEAKERS

4

C O N T I N E N TA L  YO U T H  G AT H E R I N G  2 0 24



C O N T I N E N TA L  YO U T H  G AT H E R I N G  2 0 24

• The Rev. Darcy Albers – St. Albert Ev. Lutheran Church, St. Albert, AB. Pastor Darcy will also discuss 
how we belong to the Church at our fifth session. The focus scripture verse is John 14:15-20.

• The Rev. Jay Lutz – Trinity Lutheran, Ponoka, AB. Pastor Jay will speak at our sixth session reminding 
us we belong to community. The focus scripture verse will be 1 John 2:1-6. 

• The Rev. Joe Hill – St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church, San Jose, CA. Pastor Joe will speak at our seventh 
session reminding us we belong to each other. The focus scripture verse will be 1 John 4:7-16.

• The Rev. Teresa Peters – NALC Director of Youth and Family Ministry, Winnipeg, MB. Pastor Teresa 
will be our MC for each of the seven sessions and provide valuable information and instruction for 
all the other events at the gathering.

• The Rev. Eric Waters – St. John Lutheran Church, Boerne, TX.  Pastor Eric will be our preacher for 
opening and closing worship.

• The Rev. Dr. Amy Little – NALC General Secretary, Arlington, TX. Pastor Amy will be leading our 
opening and closing worship.

HOW MUCH WILL THE CYG COST?
Youth and team leaders pay a subsidized rate of $250.00 per person, which includes the program costs, 
supplies, t-shirts, drawstring bags, excursions, missions, most food, and transportation during the CYG. 
We offer a reduced registration rate for our LITs at $150.00 per person. Note: Transportation to and from 
Boerne, TX, will be the church/leader’s responsibility to coordinate. More information about transportation will 
be provided closer to the date of the gathering. 

WILL THERE BE FOOD PROVIDED AT THE GATHERING?
The CYG will provide most meals. Participants will be responsible for their own breakfasts, one lunch, 
one dinner and two evening snacks. There will be places provided for the participants to purchase the 
dinner and two evening snacks.

DO WE NEED MONEY FOR ANYTHING ELSE APART FROM FOOD?
All excursions, activities and mission expenses are covered by the registration cost. However, registrants 
may want money for souvenirs and/or merchandise that vendors or excursion locations may offer. 
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HOW DO WE ARRANGE ACCOMMODATIONS?
We have room blocks at these two hotels, and bus transportation will be provided ONLY from these 
hotels to and from St. John once a day.
 
Below are the two hotels that the CYG will provide transportation to and from St. John each day:

Hampton Inn and Suites 
34935 IH-10 West | Boerne, TX 78006 | Phone: 830-816-8800
Booking Link: https://group.hamptoninn.com/bhrowo
o    Group Code: NAL

Cost info: One King Bed with sofa bed or Double Queens: $174 per night, 6.30.23-7.3.23; $229 on 
7.4.23.  Rates for two people. $10 extra per person per night, up to four people. Breakfast included. Taxes 
not included. Deposit of full stay due at time of booking.  Cancel 21 days prior to arrival to receive a 
full refund. Note: You may add a night to your reservation by first reserving in the block, and then contacting 
Vanessa.ruffner@hilton.com. 
 
The Bevy:  A Doubletree by Hilton
101 Herff Road | Boerne, TX 78006 | Phone: 830-816-7006
Booking Link: https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/northamericanlutheranchurch/
o    Group Code: NAL
o    Book by 4.30.2024 to receive the group rate.

Cost Info: One King Bed or Double Queens: $159 per night, 6.30.23-7.3.23; $239 on 7.4.23.  Rates for 
up to four people per room per night. Taxes not included. Breakfast NOT included, but can be purchased 
from on-site restaurant or other restaurants within walking distance.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CYG

ACCOMODATIONS & 
TRANSPORTATION
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Below are options that DO NOT include transportation by the CYG:

Comfort Inn & Suites Texas Hill Country
35000 IH-10 W | Boerne, TX 78006 | 830-249-6800
Booking Link:  https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/FA70H4
•  Group Code if calling hotel: NALC Youth Gathering

Cost Info: One King Bed: $82 per night for 2 people.  Can add one rollaway bed for one person for $10.  
Taxes not included. Two Double Queens: $92 per night for up to four people. Taxes not included. Break-
fast included. Book by June 1 to receive the group rate.

Guest houses: 
Guest houses/rentals are a great option. Some of these guest houses may be available to book through 
VRBO or Airbnb and are within walking distance to St. John. Please note that NO transportation will 
be provided to or from any guest house.  Check https://www.ci.boerne.tx.us/1336/GuesthousesRentals 
for a direct link to the house’s VRBO or Airbnb website.  If you have your own transportation, there are 
many guest houses to choose from in the Boerne area.
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Host Homes:
Scan the QR code below with your phone to fill out a Google Form to register to stay at a host home, 
which will be provided by a member of St. John.  We encourage host homes to be used by those who have 
financial need.  Once approved for a host home by the CYG planning team, a fee of $100 is required to 
hold your space at these host homes. No other payment will be needed.  

C O N T I N E N TA L  YO U T H  G AT H E R I N G  2 0 24

Scan this QR code with the camera on 
your smart phone to access the form 

WHO PAYS FOR ACCOMMODATIONS?
Participants pay for their own accommodations.  When you call or book online through one of our hotel 
blocks, you will be required to submit either full payment or simply submit a credit card to hold your 
rooms.  We suggest you divide the cost of the hotel rooms evenly by all participants (including adults), 
and add this to the fee your church charges each participant. Note: We also encourage churches to fund raise 
or ask their congregations to subsidize the costs associated with the gathering, including accommodations.

HOW DOES TRANSPORTATION TAKE PLACE AT THE GATHERING?
We will have buses to transport participants from the two designated hotels to St. John and back each 
day, July 1-4. We will also provide transportation for the activities that take place during the gathering, 
including bus transportation to off-site excursions and mission sites. More information will be sent out 
just prior to the CYG. As noted previously, transportation is not provided from the airport to your hotel. 
We recommend using any type of transportation services that are recommended on the Boerne Visitor 
Center website: https://www.ci.boerne.tx.us/1739/Transportation. Note: Be advised that Uber is not com-
mon in the Boerne area, and one of the above transportation services should be utilized for the return trip to 
the San Antonio airport. There will be limited availability on church buses to return groups to the San Antonio 
airport on Friday, July 5. More information on how to arrange this will also be sent out just prior to the CYG.
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DO I HAVE TO GET A CRIMINAL RECORD CHECK?
Yes! All adults (people aged 18 and over) attending the NALC Continental Youth Gathering in any 
capacity must provide an original criminal record check with vulnerable sector screening that is less 
than two years old at the time of the gathering. 

CAN I BE A HOME TEAM LEADER IF I’M NOT 25 AT THE TIME OF THE CONTI-
NENTAL YOUTH GATHERING?
We strongly discourage congregations from sending leaders who are younger than 25. However, if 
another Home Team leader over 25 is attending and will co-lead, occasional exceptions may be made. 
You can contact the Director of Youth and Family Ministry to ask for special permission.

WHAT IF A YOUTH WHO WANTS TO COME IS ONLY 11?
Prayerfully consider that the gathering’s content is prepared with youth from ages 12-18 in mind. 
If you determine a youth should be included,  you  may  apply  for  an  exemption.  Please send the 
Rev. Teresa Peters (director of Youth and Family Ministry) a letter from the parent/guardian granting 
permission for the youth to attend the CYG and a reference from your pastor, or church president, 
identifying reasons why he/she feels this youth would benefit from attending this gathering.

WHAT IS AN LIT?
LITs are leaders in training—young adult volunteers (19-24, or out of high school for 1 year) who are 
eager to serve in a variety of ways at the CYG. This includes welcoming, organizing, running events, 
Bible study leading, event setting up and tearing down, taking care of details, etc. In addition to serving 
and volunteer work, there will also be special trainings, as well as sessions with our guest speakers.  

This program is designed to offer meaningful tasks that will develop your leadership experience, as well 
as to aid the planning committee in carrying out a successful gathering. Volunteers may be assigned 
to different program teams, and we attempt to place individuals in areas where they are using their 
strengths or developing skills of interest. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CYG

LEADERS, LITS, 
AND YOUTH
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WHAT IS AN LIT? (CONT.)
However, sometimes there are tasks that aren’t anyone’s first choice, and LITs who volunteer should 
be willing to help out when necessary. LITs will be required to have up to five Zoom training sessions, 
and to also arrive early on Friday June 28th to begin on-site training. Accommodations for the LITs 
will be in a separate location from the Home Teams, and is provided free of charge for the training and 
the gathering itself.  

Note: LITs will be chosen by the CYG Leaders in Training team through an application process.

WHAT IS THE LIT APPLICATION PROCESS?
Those that wish to be an LIT (ages 19-24) will begin the application process online the same way as an 
adult that is coming without youth, which can be found at thenalc.org/cyg. Once the LIT has answered 
a set of initial questions, the application will be sent to the CYG Leaders in Training team, where they 
will set up a zoom interview with the LIT.

If approved, the LIT will then be able to complete the registration online. LITs must apply by February 
1, 2024. Interviews will take place the month of February and applicants will know by March 1 if they 
have been chosen, as there are a limited number of spots available. If an applicant is not chosen and still 
wishes to attend, the CYG Leaders in Training team will try to match them with a youth group that 
could benefit from a second adult on their home team. 

WHAT IS THE REGISTRATION DEADLINE?
The registration deadline is April 15, 2024. You must have your whole Home Team registered online 
no later than April 15. 

Note: There are only 500 spots available for both youth and adults. If we exceed that number you will be put 
on a waiting list. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 

ABOUT YOUR HOSTS, 
THE NALC

WHO ARE THE PEOPLE INVOLVED IN PUTTING ON THE GATHERING?

As the North American Lutheran Church has begun to expand throughout the continent, so have our 
ministries! The Youth and Family Ministry of the NALC, directed by the Rev. Teresa Peters, is commit-
ted to sharing the gospel with young people—both Lutherans, and those who have yet to meet Jesus. 
However, Pastor Teresa could not do this alone! There are numerous pastors and lay people throughout 
the NALC planning and spearheading this event. Please take the time to read the names of the individ-
uals in the CYG booklet you will receive at registration in Boerne and thank all of those involved!

WHO IS THE NORTH AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH? 
The North American Lutheran Church (NALC) is a fast-growing, Christian church rooted in the Lu-
theran tradition, uniting Lutherans in congregations across North America. The NALC embodies the 
theological center of Lutheranism in North America and stands firmly within the global Lutheran main-
stream—and is committed to the authority of the Bible as the inspired Word of God. 

In keeping with the Lutheran Confessions, we believe all doctrines should and must be judged by the 
teaching of Scripture. We have four Core Values—Christ Centered, Mission Driven, Traditionally 
Grounded, and Congregationally Focused—and are a church centered on the unique Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, animated by missions and evangelism, grounded in the 2,000-year tradition of Christian faith, 
and organized chiefly to serve our congregations.

As a renewed Lutheran community moving forward in faith, the NALC is focused on living out Christ’s 
Great Commission to go and make disciples in North America and around the globe. 
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WHAT ABOUT REFUNDS, TRANSFERS AND CANCELLATIONS?
Once a registration has been entered online, that person has committed to attending. Once the regis-
tration fee has been paid, the registration fee is non-refundable. A registration may be transferable to 
someone else in your group before May 15, at the Registrar’s discretion.  No transfers will be accepted 
after May 15.

In the event that the CYG is canceled for circumstances beyond our control, we will make every effort to provide 
as much of a refund as possible.

WHAT SHOULD WE PACK?

 ◌ A reusable WATER BOTTLE to stay hydrated! It will be very hot!

 ◌ A little spending money (for snacks, drinks, worship offering, etc.)

 ◌ Clean, non-marking sneakers for in the gym; sneakers for outdoor games and service trips 

 ◌ Bible, notebook, and pen/pencil

 ◌ Personal items—like toiletries, extra snacks, clothes, etc.

 ◌ Hat, sunglasses, sunscreen—some service trips and activities will be outside!

 ◌ Musical instruments and/or games (optional)
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HOME TEAM LEADERS 
REQUIREMENTS & 
RESPONSIBILITIES
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PREREQUISITES:
• Be an active, confirmed member of a NALC congregation, have love for God and for youth
• Be recommended and supported by your pastor
• Get a Criminal Record Check with Vulnerable Sector Screening and submit with registration.
• Be at least 25 years old. Note: This is the rule of thumb. However, if another leader over 21 is attending 

and will co-lead, occasional exceptions can be made. We strongly encourage those ages 19 to 24 to apply 
to be a Leader in Training (LITs).

BEFORE THE GATHERING:
• Pray for God’s blessing on the CYG and its preparation.
• Encourage your congregation to actively support the participation of youth, their friends, and 

Home Team leaders.
• Reach out to all youth of the congregation with information about the CYG. Encourage youth 

to invite their friends to the event.
• Share your faith through social interaction, Bible studies, and devotions.
• Involve and assist youth in making plans, registering, travel arrangements, fund raising, etc. 

Check with your pastor, church worker, or council about your responsibility as a youth leader. 
Lead a CYG information session for your youth families, reviewing expectations of youth and 
Home Team Leaders at the CYG.

• Follow “NALC Youth and Family Workers” on Facebook. 
• Be sure to check the website for updates thenalc.org/cyg. 
• Read updates in the NALC newsletter.

DURING THE GATHERING:
• Pray that, through the work of the Holy Spirit in the Word, CYG staff,  Home Team Leaders, 

youth, and all participants might be encouraged in their faith.
• Be responsible for your Home Team group. 
• Know where they are and let them know where you are at all times. 
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• Make sure that they are aware of the CYG rules and are reminded of the self-discipline necessary 
in a large group.

• Be prepared to correct and offer discipline (if needed).
• Attend and participate in all CYG events and encourage your group to participate, too! Conduct 

late night checks and get up bright and early.
• Safeguard youth in your care from any form of abuse.

AFTER THE GATHERING:
• Pray for the safe return of all participants. Pray that God would use the CYG experience to lead all 

those involved to share their faith with others.
• Encourage the youth to share their experiences with their congregation through a special Sunday 

announcement, a worship service, a youth night, or another special opportunity. 
• Host at least one post-Gathering Bible Study and social event to share and reflect on the total 

experience. 

PRE-GATHERING BIBLE STUDY
Before you leave for Boerne, please make sure to take some time to do the attached Bible study with 
your Home Team.
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Pre-Gathering Small Group Bible Study 

WE BELONG
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INTRODUCTION 

 ◌ One of our deepest human needs is to feel like we belong. God created us to live in community 
with others and when it feels like we don’t fit in anywhere it can be lonely and difficult. The truth 
of a life lived with Christ Jesus at the center is that we always have someone to whom we belong! 
And not just anyone! We belong to the Creator of the universe! 

 ◌ We belong and we were set apart for a special purpose. We don’t always know what that purpose 
is or how to follow Jesus in our daily lives, but we don’t have to figure that out all alone. We are 
part of a faith community that is bigger than our household, larger than our local church, and 
greater than our Lutheran denomination! We are part of the communion of saints in all times 
and places. 

 ◌ We belong and this is great news, especially for those of us who have ever felt left out, ignored, 
abandoned, shunned, or lonely. In this series of lessons, we will be thinking about, talking about, 
and experiencing what it means to belong to Christ, to the Church, to the communities in which 
we live, and to one another. 

1. When was a time you felt like you didn’t belong? How did that affect you? 

READ FROM SCRIPTURE » ISAIAH 43:1-7

The words of this lesson express a clear promise from God that is not dependent upon human 
fulfillment of conditions. The actor in these verses is God himself, as he brings comfort and salvation 
through the very Word he speaks.

“But now thus says the Lord,  he who created you, O Jacob, he who 
formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called 

you by name,  you are mine.” - Isaiah 43:1
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2. Circle all the times the word “you” appears in this text. How is this an indicator of God’s 
promise in action? When do you hear God’s promise “for you” in worship? 

3. Originally addressed to the people of Israel, how has God’s promise here come to be applied to 
us as well? 

4. In whom are we brought into God’s ancient covenant promise?

5. When you hear the words of God, “You are mine!” how does that make you think about yourself?

16
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Pre-Gathering Small Group Bible Study 

WE BELONG
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I HAVE CALLED YOU BY NAME AND YOU ARE MINE!
 » Read from Scripture | Romans 1:1-7

 
Paul begins his letter to the Romans with a clear opening statement about what he is doing and who 
he serves. He is an apostle of Jesus Christ. And Jesus, Paul assures us, is the Messiah promised of old, 
through the prophets, and delivered through the house of David. Paul is a servant of this Messiah. 
As believers, we, like Paul, are set apart from others by virtue of our baptismal call. Paul understands 
himself to be set apart by God for a particular mission, that being the proclamation of the good news.

6. If each of us is set apart for our own special purpose in God’s kingdom, then what does that say 
to us concerning our human tendency to worry about what others are doing?

7. St. Paul says that we are “called to belong to Jesus Christ.” (v. 6) This means we are called into a 
relationship with Jesus. What does that mean to you?
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8. How do you work for the kingdom of God in your own life using your unique gifts and abilities?

9. Do you remember your Baptism? If so, describe it. If you don’t remember, ask those who were 
there to describe it you. Record what they remember.

As you prepare to head to the Continental Youth Gathering in Texas, begin to think about what it 
means “To Belong.”  You belong to lots of groups, no doubt. But your core identity is one given to you 
by God through the waters of Holy Baptism. 
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Pre-Gathering Small Group Bible Study 

WE BELONG
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10. Make a list of all the groups you belong to:

11. In what ways are those the same or different from belonging to Christ, the Church, the 
Community, and to all those in your faith family?

LET US PRAY »
Lord God, you call us together as the Church. We are called not just as an individual congregation, but as 
people from around the world who are one in Jesus Christ. We thank you for the opportunities you give us to 
serve together. Bless our cooperative ministries and the ministries of our brothers and sisters in Christ. Amen.

SEE YOU IN JULY!
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ADULT PARTICIPANTS WITHOUT A YOUTH GROUP, who may attend if they have been spoken with 
the CYG planning team and are actively taking part in the gathering. These adults must also upload a criminal 
record check that includes a vulnerable person check.  Individual adult participants will submit documentation 
and register via the links found on thenalc.org/cyg.

LEADERS IN TRAINING (LITS), which consist of young adults ages 19-24.  LITs must first go through the 
application process, and register in a similar way as an adult that is coming without youth via thenalc.org/cyg.
Applications must be submitted no later than February 1, 2024. Once the LIT has answered a set of initial ques-
tions, the application will be sent to the CYG Leaders in Training team, where they will set up a Zoom interview 
with the applicant in February. If the LIT is approved by the CYG LIT Team, they will be alerted no later than 
March 1. Then, the full LIT registration (including payment) will be completed afterwards. 

“HOME TEAM” REGISTRATIONS, which consist of one leader and up to seven youth. Groups will be 
registering as a whole entity. What that means for leaders is that they must gather each youth attendee’s full reg-
istration information before submitting the registration for the Home Team as a whole. If your church has two 
Home Teams attending (i.e. one made up of all girls and another of all boys) you will be submitting two separate 
registrations—one for each team. Information and forms required for each youth participant and Home Teams as 
a whole can be found online at thenalc.org/cyg. 

Those registering as a “Home Team”  should follow the steps below to help the process go as smoothly as possible.

• Choose one person to be a main point of contact between your group and the NALC CYG planning team. This 
person doesn’t need to be a leader attending the event. For example, your church office administrator could be the 
point of contact. However, if you are an adult participant attending without a group, you will be the  point person.  

• Read through the FAQs in this package and share them with your youth leaders and parents. A good way to 
share this information is to have a meeting with the youth and family in your church. 

NOW THAT YOU HAVE ALL THE INFO, HERE ARE THE 

STEPS FOR REGISTERING
There are three types of registrations for the Continental Youth Gathering:
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• Ensure that any attendee 18 years of age or older has, or has ordered, a current criminal record check which 
includes a vulnerable sector search. These checks can take up to six weeks to arrive, so plan ahead! Please note 
that any cost associated with the criminal record check is the responsibility of the church/youth leader. If the 
leader is a volunteer, the fee might be waived with a letter from the church depending on your jurisdiction.

• Begin a Home Team registration. The virtual forms can be found online at thenalc.org/cyg. Once you get to the 
portion where you create a record for each youth participant, an email will be sent to their parent/guardian to 
do the rest, including a photo release form, permission to attend, etc.

• Distribute this information to your leaders, so they know where to access registration. Set an internal registra-
tion deadline. We suggest no later than March 15th, 2024 for your volunteers submit all registration info for 
each Home Team. 

• Once everyone’s information is entered, required documents are uploaded, the Home Team Leader will sub-
mit a single payment for everyone in the group before April 15, 2024.

ALL ONLINE REGISTRATION FORMS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THENALC.ORG/CYG.

The full/final registration for a “Home Team” must include:
• A registration for each youth, signed by their parent or guardian (which will be “signed” electronically).
• A registration for each leader.
• A “Permission to Serve” form for each leader.
• A criminal record check for everyone 18 and older 
• One payment for the entire group ($250.00 per person).

If you have any additional questions that were not answered in this packet, or you need clarity on some of the 
information, please email Pastor Teresa Peters at tpeters@thenalc.org.

SEE YOU IN JULY!

NOW THAT YOU HAVE ALL THE INFO, HERE ARE THE 

STEPS FOR REGISTERING
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IN ORDER TO SERVE AS A HOME TEAM LEADER, YOU MUST HAVE THE PASTOR OR 

CHAIR PERSON OF YOUR CONGREGATION FILL THIS OUT FOR YOU TO SUBMIT.

I, _______________________________________, the Pastor / Council Chair Person (please circle one) 
of _______________________________________ give permission on behalf of our congregation to  
_________________________________ to act as a Home Team Leader for youth attending the 2024 NALC 
Continental Youth Gathering.  

I certify that I am of the opinion and belief that the Home Team Leader listed above is capable of carrying 
out the responsibilities of a Home Team Leader and in my opinion will be a responsible and dedicated Home 
Team Leader for the youth at this gathering.

 S/he has read and understands the Home Team Leader Duties as outlined in the registration package, and 
I believe he/she is fully equipped to take on this responsibility. 

S/he understands s/he needs to submit a Criminal Record Check with registration. 

I certify that  the parents and guardians of all youth participants will be made aware of the leadership, travel 
and accommodation arrangements for this event.

Name: _______________________________________

Signature: ____________________________________   Date: ______________

PERMISSION TO SERVE AS  

HOME TEAM LEADER
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learn more and register at thenalc.org/cyg


